CREATION CARE ASSIGNMENT (Celia Spiers)
We have seen how creation care flows out from the message of reconciliation (Colossians 1:15-20). How can it be seen as embedded in the 8 Essential Qualities?
1. Empowering leadership 

This is the first of the 8 Essential Qualities. Good leaders empower others. They let go of responsibility and let God’s energy be seen in other members. 
God is the perfect leader and has empowered us to take care of the earth right from the beginning of the Bible. 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

Genesis 1:26

We have his example to follow as, towards us, he is benevolent and merciful and this is how we must ‘rule over’ this earth and all that is in it, on it and around it.
2. Gift-oriented ministry 

This Essential Quality examines how people use their God-given talents and Spiritual gifts both inside the church and in the local community.
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
Genesis 2:15

Adam’s gift is as a gardener and God gives him the work to which he is most suited, taking care of the Garden of Eden. We inherit this duty and also the ability to fulfil it. Organisations such as Ecochurch gives us an opportunity in our communities to recognise our achievements in taking care of our planet. 
3. Passionate spirituality 

This Quality explores a genuine relationship with God, a commitment to faith and is expressed through enthusiasm and joy.
Psalm 148 celebrates how the whole of creation praises the Lord. We can express our praise through our care of this earth and our love for it.

Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise him in the heights above…..Praise him, sun and moon…..Praise the Lord from the earth you great sea creatures and all ocean depths…kings of the earth and all nations…old men and children.
Psalm 148
4. Functional structures 

For a structure to be functional, as in a healthy church, it must promote growth towards a clearly defined aim.
God has given us the task to care for the earth (Genesis 1:26) and the structures exist to enable us to do so: the Bible (our instruction manual), our communities and our support networks through organisations such as Ecochurch, A Rocha.
The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.
Psalm 24:1

5. Inspiring worship 

This is about Spirit-filled worship with people thoroughly involved in the services. Relating to creation care, our environment is an important factor in our experience of the quality of worship. If we have invested time and effort in maintaining our church, the grounds, our place of worship, how much more is our enjoyment of the experience: how much closer do we feel to God when we are surrounded by the beauty of what is around us.
6. Holistic small groups 

In the Schwarz’s book on the 8 Essential Qualities, we are told that small groups are the place where Christianity can really be practiced. Groups are to go beyond study and discussion to applying God’s message to daily life. 
God’s message to us is to take care of his land for the time that we are here. 

The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants. Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you must provide for the redemption of the land.
Leviticus 25:23-24

We can accomplish this in so many practical ways as members of our small groups: collecting litter, recycling, food banks, Fairtrade etc.

7. Need-oriented evangelism 

The need in our time is to take care of our planet. As Christians, we have a directive from God to be good custodians of this earth. We can set an example to others through our actions and inspire them to join us, so growing to know the Lord as we do.
Think globally, act locally.
8. Loving relationships 

This is the experience of Christian love, not just talking about it.

God cares deeply about all his creation. The Bible makes this clear in many passages, 
For every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.

I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine.
Psalm 50:10 & 11
Studying, appreciating, thankfully enjoying and caring for the world that God has so wonderfully made is an obvious way for us to show our love for God.

I was very pleased that you tackled this topic, Celia; you have done so in a very interesting and useful way, in six out of the eight EQs using an appropriate passage of scripture to reflect on that particular EQ. You might also have, for example, added Isaiah 55:10-13 to 5: Inspiring Worship. I hope you will permit me to add your excellent ideas to my set of resources as I try to motivate parishes and the Diocese to join Eco Church and Eco Diocese respectively, as how to engage with the eight EQs is not immediately obvious! Great work, and enjoy your creation care!
