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RESPONDING TO DISCLOSURES, ALLEGATIONS OR CONCERNS IN YOUR CHURCH 
 

 

 A child (under 18) or adult is in immediate danger 

A child or adult makes a disclosure of abuse 

An allegation of abuse is made against a member 
of the clergy, church officer, parish safeguarding 

officer or member of the congregation 

A concern is raised about the well being or 
behaviour of a child or adult 

A concern is raised about the behaviour of an 
adult towards children or other adults 

A safeguarding concern is raised about the 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 

A safeguarding concern is raised about your 
Vicar/Incumbent/Curate 

Immediate referral (with 
the consent of the adult) 
Make notes immediately 

Police 999/Children’s Social Care 
Inform PSO and vicar 
Inform DSA within 24 hours 
Send copy of notes to DSA 

A child or adult makes a referral of historic abuse 
Report to the DSA within 24 
hours. Make notes immediately 

Report to the Parish Safeguarding 
Officer or Vicar within 24 hours. 

Make notes immediately 

Report to the Vicar within 24 hours. 
Make notes immediately 

Direct referral to DSA/Archdeacon 
within 24 hours. 
Make notes immediately 

PSO or Vicar refer to 
DSA within 24 hours  

Signed copy of notes to be 
sent to DSA 

REMEMBER DO NOT DELAY, DO NOT INVESTIGATE, DO NOT DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH THE ALLEGED PERPETRATOR AND NEVER DO NOTHING 
Diocesan Safeguarding Team Tel: 024 7652 1345 e-mail safeguarding@covcofe.org 


