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Since the award of the Coventry International Prize for Peace and Reconciliation in 2010 violence still afflicts
the world. Conflict has continued in Afghanistan and people continue to suffer and die. The initially relatively
peaceful Arab Spring erupted into violence in Libya, Syria and elsewhere. The Israel-Gaza conflict, set within
the deep Israeli Palestinian dispute about land and justice, rumbles on threatening the peace of the whole
world. The economic struggles of rich nations in Europe, including our own, is breeding social unrest that is
spilling out onto the streets, sometimes violently.
In a world of war, conflict and violence, signs and agents of peace are vital sources of hope that enable us to
see a different sort of world and to develop a different way to respond to conflict. Coventry is one such sign.
Its own history of suffering in the Second World War gave birth to a vision of a world where war – quite simply
– is no more.
The particular contribution of Coventry to a world of peace was to say that the way to peace is through the
route of reconciliation and – even more radically – to recognize that this route can only really be walked by
those who make a common confession of complicity in the ills of the world: a confession encapsulated in the
remarkable words: ‘Father forgive’.
As we have heard, the Coventry International Prize for Peace and Reconciliation honours those agents of
peace who work for peace in our world by walking the way of reconciliation. It is a path to peace that is
invariably long (real reconciliation takes time). Although it will have national expressions it is fundamentally
local, helping those who once saw others as enemies (and often with good reason) to see them differently.
This sort of peace, peace built upon reconciliation, is always costly – financially, relationally and spiritually –
because damage is not cheaply mended.
Agents of this sort of peace-building give hope to the world, for there will be no lasting peace in Afghanistan,
Libya, Israel-Palestine, or on the streets of Europe or in our homes, families and hearts without the
reconciliation Coventry humbly but proudly signals to the world. This important prize celebrates the work of
those hope-givers and peace-builders.
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