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This book is an engagingly-written survey of the New Testament which combines the
fruit of the best contemporary scholarship with readability and a concern to make
the contents easily accessible. It will be useful for those beginning the study of the
New Testament, as well as those who want to catch up with some of the latest
thinking.

The structure is a simple one, with a chapter each on the four ‘pillar apostles’, James,
Peter, Paul and John, balanced by chapters on the four gospels. There is a final
chapter on Jesus himself.

The text is broken up into small sections and text-boxes which go deeper into
particular issues. The content blends history and theology, always being concerned
to set the apostles and the writings connected with them against the wider
background of the ancient world, using literary, historical and archaeological
evidence. There is a comprehensive index, suggestions for further reading and
recommended web-sites.

Developed over several years of interaction with students in different settings and at
different levels, this is a distinctive text-book which is designed to give readers a
‘way-in’ to the New Testament.

The SCM Core Text: New Testament is available to order at the special
price of £17.50.

Please email cme@covcofe.org or phone 024 76521316 to reserve a copy, which
can be collected from Coventry Cathedral and Diocesan Offices, 1 Hilltop,
Coventry, CV1 5AB.




Preface: A Way In to the New Testament

1 The World of the New Testament
Discovering the New Testament
The world of the New Testament
Living in the first-century world
Theories and presuppositions
How was the New Testament put
together?

2 James the Brother of Jesus
The bones of James?
The ‘brother of the Lord’
The family of Jesus
The community in Jerusalem
The letter to the Hebrews
James the Just

3 The Gospel of Matthew
Jerusalem, summer 70
Matthew’s Gospel
The opening of the Gospel
A new Moses and a new Law?
Spotlight on the beginnings of the
Gospels.

4 Peter — from Galilee to Rome
Rome, summer 64
Peter’s life
Peter in Rome
Peter’s letters
The memory of Peter

5 The Gospel of Mark
What kind of animal?
Who was Mark?
The prologue
The Kingdom in Galilee
The turning point
The Kingdom in Jerusalem
Epilogue — a never-ending story?
Spotlight on the crucifixion of Jesus

6 Paul — Apostle to the Gentiles
Corinth, late 51
Paul — man of contradictions
Dating Paul’s life
Paul's early life
Call and early Christian years
To the gentiles

Contents

The second campaign

The third campaign
Jerusalem to Rome

Rome

Paul’s reputation and legacy

7 The Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the
Apostles

Bithynia, 110

Who was Luke?

The aims of Luke-Acts

Writing Luke’s Gospel

Turning the world upside-down

Spotlight on the resurrection of Jesus

8 John — Apostle and Prophet
Smyrna, 155
John, disciple and apostle
John the author of Revelation
John's vision
Reactions to Revelation
All shall be well

9 The Gospel of John
P52
When, where and who?
The structure of John’s Gospel
The eschatology of John’s Gospel
Signs and sayings — miracles and
discourses
John’s gospel and the others: spiritual
versus physical?
Synagogues and mystagogues:
opposition without and within
Spotlight on ‘Who is Jesus?’

10 Jesus of Nazareth
The crucified man
Bethlehem and boyhood
Galilee
The Kingdom of God
Followers of Jesus
Signs of the Kingdom
Stories of the Kingdom
Heading to Jerusalem
Jesus’ last week
The empty tomb
The enigma of Jesus



