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Heart of England Parishes 

Where we are 

We are a group of six 

churches in a collection of 

small rural villages centred on 

the large historic village of 

Bidford On Avon, Warwick-

shire. Many of our villages are 

mentioned by William Shake-

speare, although not always 

in a flattering manner (he 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ .ƛŘŦƻǊŘ άŘǊǳƴƪŜƴέ ŀƴŘ 

²ƛȄŦƻǊŘ άǇƻǇƛǎƘέύΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 

scholars believe that he was 

married at Temple Grafton 

church. While our parishes 

are generally middle class and 

prosperous, we do have a 

number of less wealthy areas. 

The local population is growing steadily and there are plans to build further housing, par-

ticularly in and around Bidford. Nearly all our congregation live within the parish 

boundaries. We belong to Coventry Diocese, in the Archdeaconry of Warwick, and the 

Deanery of Alcester. 

We are ideally located with easy access to the rest of the country using the motorway 

network (Birmingham is about 45 minutes away, London two hours and Manchester also 

about two hours).  We have a regular bus service from Bidford to Stratford, Evesham and 

Redditch. Main line trains out of Evesham serve London Paddington and Worcester and 

from Warwick Parkway station you can reach Marylebone in less than two hours or go 

north to Birmingham and points beyond. Stratford has a rail link into Birmingham and 

there are plans to extend the service into London too. 

In our parishes we have four Church of England primary schools (in excess of 500 pupils 

in total) and we have strong links with those schools, taking assemblies, holding services 

in the churches etc. The last incumbents were governors of the schools in their respec-

tive parishes. We would like to make more of these links and we see our schools as part 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴ άhǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪέ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ .ƛōƭŜ 

stories in school assemblies. South Warwickshire is renowned for the quality of its secon-

dary schools and we have top-performing state grammar and high schools in nearby Al-

cester and Stratford.  There are no hospitals within the parishes, the nearest ones being 

at Evesham, Warwick, Redditch or Stratford, although there is a large health centre in 

Bidford. 


